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spersed with dark brown feathers, tinged with rufous; the 
upper breast is bright but not dark rufous, interspersed with 
dark brown shaft-marks to each feather, and a similarly 
coloured irregular central spot on most of them; between 
the upper and lower breast are a few white feathers, slightly 
tinged with rufous towards the tip, and sparsely speckled with 
dark brown; the lower breast and abdomen are transversely 
marked with alternate bars of rufous and dark brown; but on 
some of the feathers whitish bars appear in the place of the 
rufous ones; the feathers of the flank are dark brown, tipped 
and in some cases crossed also with rufous; the tibial and 
tarsal feathers are dark brown slightly tipped with rufous ; 
the under tail-coverts are white tinged with rufous, especially 
towards the ends of the feathers; the axillary plumes are 
rufous brown with irregular white transverse bars ; the 
under wing-coverts are dark brown, but the smaller feathers 
are broadly edged, some with white, but others with rufous, 
the latter preponderating. 


XV.—WNoies on Collections of Birds sent from New Cale- 
donia, from Lifu (one of the Loyalty Islands), and from the 
New Hebrides by E. L. Layard, C.M.G. &c. By H. B. 
TristraM, F.R.S. 

(Plates IV.-VI.) 


I nave recently received from Mr. Layard very interesting 
collections from the above-named localities, comprising the 
types of many of his new species, on which I propose to offer 
a few remarks, reviewing the collections in geographical order. 

From New Caledonia I find :— 

1. Fatco MELANOGENYs, Gould. 

This Mr. Gurney pronounces atypical specimen. It is the 
one referred to by Mr. Layard (Ibis, 1878, p. 252). 

2. UROSPIZIAS APPROXIMANS (V. & H.). 

Three specimens from New Caledonia, all marked female. 
One in very full adult plumage, with close and rich transverse 
barrings on all the lower surface, the upper surface very dark 
and uniform; the barrings on the rectrices almost oblite- 
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rated. The other birds are in younger plumage. If the sexes 
are correctly marked, these examples are considerably smaller 
than specimens from Tasmania, in length of tarsus, tail, and 
wings. They are the first Mr. Layard has met with in New 
Caledonia. 


3. STRIX DELICATULA, Gould. 
4, CoLLocaLiA LEUCOPYGIA, Wall. 


5. Nympurcus cornutus (Gm.). 

On comparing specimens with Gmelin’s description, there 
can be no doubt that his Psittacus caledonicus is the imma- 
ture, not the female, of N. cornutus. The adult female is 
crested, though the plumes are shorter than in the male. 


6. CucuLus Bronzinus, G. R. Gray. 

I cannot discriminate the New-Caledonian bird from C. 
simus, Peale, of Fiji, except by the aid of a well-subdivided 
scale. The barring on the inner webs of the tail-feathers in 
the former is wider and deeper than in C. bronzinus ; and it is 
altogether a trifle smaller. Both are well distinguished from 
C. cineraceus, Vig. & Horsf. 


7. Cuatcrtes LUCIDUS (Gin.). 

I have compared four specimens, marked by Mr. Layard 
as C. basalis, with Australian examples of that Cuckoo. 
They are certainly distinct ; and all belong to the large broad- 
billed species known as C. lucidus, Gm. But if, as I believe, 
the New-Zealand bird, to which Gmelin’s specific name was 
first applied, be distinct from the Australian, then the latter 
must be C. plagosus, Lath. The New-Caledonian bird is 
certainly identical with the Australian species. 


8. Hatcyon sutra, Reich. 

We have here from Ansevata, New Caledonia, a specimen 
which ought to have come from the New Hebrides, while 
from the New Hebrides we have, as I have noticed in other 
collections from these islands, both forms (this and H. sancta) 
from the same locality. With a series of over forty speci- 
mens of these birds from various South-Sea Islands before me, 
I am inclined to believe that, when the synonymy is properly 
worked out, many‘so-called species will disappear. At present 
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this group is in sad confusion. We require more data as 
to age and sex before we can satisfactorily decide on the varia- 
tions and gradations of plumage in these birds. 


9. GLYCYPNILA Fasciata (Forst.). 


10. GLYCYPNILA CHLOROPHÆA (Forst.) =modesta, G. R. Gr. 
= caledonica, G. R. Gr. 


11. PuiLemon Lessoxi, G. R. Gr. 


12. Myzomerrta caLeponica, Forbes, P. Z.S. March 4th, 
1879. 

The New-Caledonian bird has always hitherto been iden- 
tified with M. sanguinolenta, Lath.; but on comparison I find 
certain apparently constant differences: e.g. the bill is con- 
siderably longer than in the Australian specimens; and in 
none of the four examples before me is there any trace of the 
buffy white margins of the upper wing-coverts so conspicuous 
in the Austrahan birds. While these pages are passing 
through the press, Mr. Forbes writes to me that he considers 
the New-Caledonian bird sufficiently distinet to entitle it to 
recognition, aud that he has described it a recent meeting 
of the Zoological Society of London. 


13. Zosterops xantuocuroa, G. R. Gr. 


14. Turpus xantuorus, Forst. 

In this Thrush there is a tendency to assume a darker plu- 
mage on the head than on the rest of the upper parts of the 
body. In some individuals it almost approaches a dark eap. 
The female has the lower parts a shade lighter than the male. 
The length of the wing varics much in individuals, to the 
extent of half an inch. 


15. GERYGONE FLAVOLATERALIS (G. R. Gr.). 

16. MYIAGRA vinipinitens, G. R. Gr. 

Represented by allied species in all the neighbouring groups, 
as are also the following speeics. 


17. MYIAGRA caLeponica, Bp. 

18. RHIPIDURA BULGERI, Layard. 

19. Ruiyipura VERREAUXI, Marie. 

20. EOPSALTRIA FLAVIGASTRA, Verr, & Desm. 
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21. EopsattRia cALEDONICA, G. R. Gr. (=C. variegata, 
G. R. Gr.). ; 

Mr. G. R. Gray, in his diagnosis of this species (P. Z. S. 
1859, p. 162), notes various differences between the sexes, 
chiefly that the male has the throat white, the female pale 
yellow. I cannot find that any of these distinctions hold; 
the adults of both sexes seem exactly alike, and have the throat 
white with the faintest tinge of yellow. 


22, PACHYCEPHALA ASSIMILIS, Verr. & Desm. 

23. PAcHYCEPHALA MORARIENSIs, Verr. & Desm. 

There is some variation in the breadth of the black collar 
in the male of this species. 


24, CLYTORHYNCUS PACHYCEPHALOIDES, Elliot. 

Mr. Layard has at last obtained this rare and curious bird. 
I may note, what is not mentioned by Mr. Elliot in his de- 
scription, nor represented in his plate, that in the adult male 
the bill, bluish black at the base, has the lower half of a 
semitransparent horn-colour. 


25. ARTAMUS MELALEUCUS (Forst.). 


26. LALAGE MONTROUZIERI, Verr. & Desm. 

Having before me a series of this bird, I observe that, while 
the fully adult male has no trace of any other colour than 
glossy black and pure white, many younger birds, marked as 
breeding, have a shade of chestnut on the breast, and the 
scapulars edged with the same. The female has the upper 
parts umber-brown instead of glossy black, the white breast 
suffused with chestnut, and the scapulars and wing-coverts 
edged with light chestnut. The very young birds, while the 
lower parts are pure white, have the back thickly barred 
transversely with pale chestnut, and the wing-coverts and 
scapulars broadly bordered with the same. 


27. CAMPEPHAGA CALEDONICA, Gm. 
The specimens appear identical with those from the New 
Hebrides. 


28. PHYSOCORAX MONEDULOIDEs (Less.). 
In spite of “the angle at which the gonys ascends,” 1 do 
think our systematists have becn hard on this charming little 


184 Canon Tristram on Birds from 


miniature Raven in condemning him to seclusion in a genus 
kept to himself. ‘This process is not far removed from sub- 
dividing the races of man by their noses. 


29. APLONIS CALEDONIcA, Bp.,=A. viridigrisea, G. R. Gr. 
[? =Coracias striatus (Gm.) ]. 

I feel no doubt this is the bird described by Latham and 
Gmelin; but as it is possible their description may apply to 
the Lifu species, the coloration of whieh is almost identical, 
it is perhaps better to adopt Bonaparte’s name. 


30. ERYTHRURA psirtacea (Gm.). 
I cannot perceive any cause for splitting up the most natural 
genus Erythrura. 


31. PTILOPUS HOLOSERICEUS, Temm. 

Mr. Layard obtained this, perhaps the grandest of the 
Ptilopi, at Dombea. It appears to be very rare. The great 
difference in size between the male and female is very remark- 
able. The curious whitish bars on the secondaries of the 
male are traceable, but are almost obsolete in the female; 
and so is the black belt across the top of the abdomen. 


32. PHÆNORHINA GOLIATH, G. R. Gr. 
This gigantic Carpophaga was also procured at Dombea. 


33. [ANTHŒNAS HYPŒNOCHROA, Gould. 

This Pigeon, originally described from the Isle of Pines, 
and obtained by Mr. Layard at Noumea, seems to be repre- 
scented in each gronp by closely affine species. It may be 
at once distinguished from all the other species by the re- 
splendent uniform ruddy chestnut of the whole lower plumage. 


34. Rutvocuetus JUBATUS, Verr. & Desm. 
35. LARUS NOVH-HOLLANDI#, Steph. 


36. STERNA GRACILIs, Gould. 

This bird appears to be absolutely identical with our S. para- 
disea*, which occurs also at the Cape of Good Hope. It 
was found by Mr. Layard breeding on an island off Anse- 
vata on New-year’s day. He has sent a series of the eggs 
with the birds. 


* (Cf. Saunders, P. Z. S. 1876, p. 652.—IEpn.] 
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37. STERNULA NEREIS, Gould. 
This Tern Mr. Layard also found breeding, and has sent 
home the eggs with the skins. 


From Lifu, Loyalty Islands, the collection contains :— 


1. TricnoGLossus MassENA, Bp.,=7. deplancii, Verr. & 
Desin. 

This species seems to have a wide range. Besides New 
Caledonia, Loyalty Islands, New Hebrides, and Solomon 
Isles, I have lately received it from Port Moresby, New Guinea, 
from Mr. Lawes. The Lifu specimens have the black bars 
on the breast rather narrower than the others, and the yellow 
of the vent and thigh-coverts slightly more orange; but indi- 
viduals vary. 


2. CUCULUS BRONZINUS, G. R. Gr. 
Differs in no way from New-Caledonian specimens. It 
was found breeding at the end of August. 


3. PurLemon LEssonI, G. R. Gr. 
4, GLYCYPHILA CHLOROPHÆA, Forst. 


5. GLYCYPHILA SATELLES, Sp. NOV., 


G. supra olivaceo-einerea; cauda viridescente, remigibus et 
reetricibus fuscis, olivaceo marginatis ; subtùs, thorace et 
pectore olivaceo-fuseis, nee fuscis; abdomine item flaves- 
cente. Long. tot. 5:45, ale 2°6, caud.2°25, rostr. a riet.*7. 


Among several specimens identical with the New-Cale- 
donian G., chorophea are others much smaller, as will be seen 
from the above measurements, which I have distinguished as 
above described. They seem to differ more from the New-Cale- 
donian species on the one side than from the New-Hebridean 
on the other. The principal distinetion is in the coloration 
of the breast and throat, which in G. chlorophea and G. fla- 
votincta are greyish brown, without any olive tint; but in the 
Lifu bird the whole of the underparts are of a uniform 
greenish olive, yellowish olive at the ehin. 

Werc it not for the measurements given by Mr. Gray, I 
should have taken this to be his G. poliotis, P. Z. S. 1859, 
p. 160; but he makes his species considerably larger than G. 

hlorophea, while thìs is much smaller. 


sae 
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6. MYZOMELA LIFUENSIS, Sp. nov. 
M. 8 nigerrimus; capite, thorace, tergo ct nropygio coccineis, 
line’ oculari ad nares nier, rostro pedibusque nigris. 
5 A eye 
tota fusca, fronte et gulA rubidis. Long. tot. 4°25 
i te] 2 
alee 2:3, caud. 1:9, rostr. a rictu 65. 


This beautiful little specics, which Mr. Layard (Ibis, 1878, 
p. 288) rightly conjectured would prove to be new, is, in its 
coloration, like M. nigriventris of Samoa and M. cardinalis 
of New Hebrides. It is, however, much the smallest of the 
group, the New-IHebridean bird being the largest, and dif- 
fers from its congeners in the red of the throat and neck not 
extending to the breast, while the line of demarcation be- 
tween the red and black is sharply drawn, In M. cardinalis 
the colours are confluent. 


7. GOSTEROPS MELANOPS, G. R. Gr. 

This, one of the most beautiful of the family, seems to be 
extremely scarce. The contrast of the black head and broad 
white cye-circle is very striking. 


8. Zosrrrors MINUTA, Layard, Ibis, 1878, p. 259. (Plate 
EV Shor 1) 

9. ZOSTEROPS INORNATA, Layard, Ibis, 1878, p. 259. (Plate 
TV etic. 2.) 

We have at length received the types of these two species, 
of which the Editors have kindly granted figures. Z. minuta 
is a very typical Zosterops, a miniature representative of Z. 
flavifrons of New Hebrides. Z. inornata may be considered 
the giant of this numerous family, and, from the very small 
amount of white round the eye, seems to have a strong ten- 
dency to escape towards the Glycyphile. 

I append a note of Mr. Layard’s, just received, on these 
two species. 

“The acquisition of additional specimens of onr new little 
Zosterops minuta enables us to add something to the descrip- 
tion previously given. It, too, is an interesting intermediate 
specics between the bird we identify as Z. flavifrons of Vaté 
and Z. canthochroa of New Caledonia. It has the brighter 
yellow-green back and bright yellow of the underparts of the 
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former; but it has a grey-buff tinge on the flanks, as in 
Z. xanthochroa. Tts most distinguishing characteristic how- 
ever, is, a broad patch of white on each flank; this is seen, 
to a less extent, in Z. xanthochroa, but is entirely wanting in 
Z. flavifrons. 

“ Z. inornata, nobis, is certainly a good species, and ean- 
not be confounded with Z. melanops, G. R. Gr., from the 
same place. It has no white round the eye; and its length 
is 5” 6", of wing 2" 11", as against 5” and 2" 4!" of Z. me- 
lanops. L. L. says it is the most aberant Zosterops he ever 
met with, and that its call is a loud whistle, so like that of 
Pachycephala that he several times pursued and shot it under 
the impression that it was really one of those birds.” 


10. TURDUS PRITZBUERI, Layard, Ibis, 1878, p. 254. 
(Plate V.) 

The types of this new and interesting Thrush, though fully 
described by Mr. Layard six months since, are only now 
received, and are represented on the accompanying plate. 
There is a young bird in nestling-plumage, very like a young 
English Blackbird. To Mr. Layard’s full description I have 
nothing further to add*. 


* It may not be out of place to take this opportunity of giving a syn- 
opsis of the true Thrushes of the Pacific Islands, so far as our present 
knowledge extends. The researches of Mr. Layard have already doubled 
the number previously known ; and we trust he may yet further succeed in 
enlarging the catalogue, especially as he has already been on the traces of 
two unknown species on the islands of Ambrym and St. Bartholomew, New 
Hebrides, from which archipelago we have not, as yet, a single species. 

The Pacific Thrushes may be divided into two groups. 

a. Brown, and generally uniform ; sexes alike. 

B. The body black, the head and neck frequently of a different colour. 


Sect. æ. 

(1) TURDUS ULIETENSIS, Gm., = T. badius, Forst. 

This, the first described from this region, is not represented, so far as I 
know, inany museum. It was obtained during Capt. Cook’s voyage at Raia- 
_ teia, one of the Society Islands. I have examined Forster’s drawing in 
the British Museum. The species is very like T. ranthopus in colour, but has 
a browu beak andlegs. If it has not been exterminated, we may hope soon 
to know more of it, as a collector is on his way to that group of islands. 
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11. MYIAGRA LUGUIERT, sp. nov. 

3 &%. Supra tota nitidé nigro-viresccns, infra gula et pec- 
tore splendenti-nigro-virescentibus ; abdomine, subcau- 
dalibus et subalaribus albis ; rectricibus ad apicem albo 
marginatis, rectrice extima in pogonio intcrno albo margi- 


(2) TURDUS xanTHOPUs, Forst. 

From New Caledonia. Under this also, I am afraid, must fall 7. vini- 
tinctus, Gould, from Lord Howe’s Island. Mr. G. R. Gray remarks that 
the species are closely allied; and a very close and discriminating coni- 
parison, in company with Mr. Sharpe and Mr. Seebohm, has not helped us 
to distinguish them. We only know T. vinitinctus from the type pair pro- 
cured by Mr. M‘Gillivray. It is true the male has a rather darker head, 
on which Mr. Gould dwells; but so have some (not all) of the dozen or 
more specimens of T. xanthopus I have examined. In measnrements they 
correspond, except that the wing of the Lord-Howe’s-Island bird is shorter 
than that of any of onr New-Caledonian specimens. But these vary much 
among themselves; and there is not so great a difference by -15 inch þe- 
tween the shortest of them and the other species as there is between the 
longest and shortest of the New-Caledonian specimens. In both the 
female is a little lighter-coloured than the male. 

(8) Terpus virrensis, Layard, Ann. N., H. ser. 4, vol. xviii. p. 305. 

This species is somewhat aberrant. It is not very unlike T. rufi- 
ventris of South America in its coloration—dark brown head and back, ashy 
chin and breast, and rufous abdomen. Mr, Layard found it only on Vanua 
Levu, Fiji. 

Sect. 8. 

(4) TURDUS VANICORENSIS, Quoy. 

A very typical Blackbird, the smallest of the family in the Old World. 
Named and figured by Quoy, the bird from the Samoa Islands having been 
identified with it. With the latter I am familiar, but have not been able 
to examine a specimen from Vanikoro. The description, however, of Quoy 
does not fit our bird; for he speaks of the black as varying in intensity 
on different parts of the body, and of the lower tail-coverts being always 
barred with white. Now, in the seven specimens from Samoa which I 
have examined, there is not the faintest trace of the barring on the lower 
tail-coverts, nor is there any difference in the intensity of the black in 
either sex. Besides, knowing the limited range of these birds in this 
region, it is a priori highly improbable that the species should he iden- 
tical while many islands intervene each possessing their own species. I 
propose, therefore, to separate the Samoan bird as 

(5) TURDUS SAMOENSIS, Sp. nov. 

T. unicolor, nigerrimus, albo nulla parte striatus, rostro et pedibus lætè 
tlavis. Long. tot. 7:5, alee 3-95, caudæ 2°75, rostri a rictn 1, tarsi 1-2. 
Hab. Ins. Samoa, 
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nata, rostro et pedibus nigris. Long. tota 5°7, ale 2-8, 
caude 2°96, rostri a rictu °73, tarsi °7. 

This species is curiously intermediate between M. viridi- 
nitens, G. R. Gr., from New Caledonia, and M. melanura, 
G. R. Gr., from New Hebrides. In measurements, the tail 
is shorter than in its congener; the wing equals that of M. 
viridinitens, but is one third of an inch shorter than in M. 
melanura. The black on the breast does not extend so far 
as in the New-Hebrides bird. But the key to the separa- 
tion of the three species is in the tail. While that of M. mela- 
nura has no trace of white, and that of M. viridinitens has the 
lower third of the outer tail-feather, the whole of its outer 
web and a large margin of its inner web, and the extremities, 
excepting the central pair, white, our new species has simply 
white tips to all its tail-feathers, and the inner and outer 
edges of the outer pair narrowly fringed with white. 


12. Myracra INTERMEDIA, sp. nov. 


¢ corpore supra schistaceo, pileo intensiore, thorace et pectore 
leeté castaneis, abdomine albo: reetricibus externis albo 
marginatis in utroque pogonio, ceteris rectricibus albo 


(6) TURDUS POLIOCEPHALUS, Lath., = T. nestor, Gould, = T. badius, Lath. 

Norfolk Island only. With a grey head and black body, the head of the 
female much darker than that of the male. Parallel to T. pritzbueri, but 
the head very differently coloured, ashy grey instead of bright pale sepia. 
T. badius, Lath., must sink into a synonym, as Mr. Sharpe and I discovered 
on examining the specimens in the British Museum. There is no record 
whence they were procured ; and though Australia is written on the stands 
in pencil, it is probable they were only Norfolk-Island birds received vid 
Australia. No true Thrush has yet been discovered on the Australian 
continent, only the Oreocincle, which, as Mr. Seebohm observes, have not 
yet become differentiated, nor learned to cast off the spotted plumage of 
their childhood when they arrive at maturity. 

(7) TURDUS PRITZBUERI, Layard, Ibis, 1878, p. 254. 

Lifu, Loyalty Islands. 

(8) TURDUS BICOLOR, Layard, = Merula ruficeps, E. P. Ramsay. 

Kandavu, Fiji Islands. Described as having a cinnamon-red head and 
neck (Ibis, 1876, p. 153). I have not seen it. 

(9) TURDUS TEMPESTI, Layard, P. Z. S. 1876, p. 420. 

Taviuni, Fiji Islands. This also is particoloured, with body dark 
brown and the head and breast drab, tinged with red. 

SER. IV.—VOL. III. P 
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areté terminatis. 9 mari similis, sed pectore et thorace 
dilutioribus. Long. tot. 5°25, alee 2°87, caudæ 2°75, rostri 
a Pictu ‘75, tarsi “65, 

This, among the rufous Myiagre, is parallel in its differ- 
ences aud affinities to our new M. luguieri among the black 
group of this genus, standing midway between M. caledonica 
and M. tannensis, nob. From the former it is at once dis- 
tinguished by the small extent of white on the tail-feathcrs, 
from the latter by the fact of having a white edging to them. 
Tn all these species the males and females show similar differ- 
ences. They are nearly allied to Mr. Wallace’s M. rufigula from 
Timor, but may be at once distinguished by the much greater 
breadth of the bill. 


13. PACHYCEPIHALA LITTAYEI, Layard, Ibis, 1878, p. 255. 
(Plate VI.) 

I am now able to characterize the female, which Mr. Layard 
had not obtained when he described the species. Unlike most 
others of the genus, the female, as will be seen by the Plate, 
is little less brilliant in colour than her mate. There is a 
total absence of the black gorget and the black head, which 
latter is rusty brown; and the yellow collar on the back of 
the neck is represented by a faint yellowish band. 


14, LALAGE MONTROUZIERI, Verr. & Desm. 
I can discover no difference whatever between this and 
New-Caledonian specimens. 


15. GRAUCALUS LIFUENSIS, Sp. NOV. 

G. unicolor, totus niger, intensé fuliginosus, minimé cinereus. 
Long. tota 14, alæ 7°5, caudæ ‘7, tarsi 1:25, rostri a rictu 
1:75. Sexus similes. 

This bird may be at once distinguished from G. cinereus 
(= caledonicus) in the islands on either sides of it by the 
uniform sooty glossless black of its whole plumage, without 
the slightest tendency to an ashy hue. On placing a scries 
of each species side by side, it is impossible to mistake them. 


16. APLONIS ATRONITENS, G. R. Gr. 
The great size of this Aplonis, its massive beak, and deeply 
arched culmen separate it at once from its congeners. Mr. 
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G. R. Gray has given the measurements accurately; but he 
has described the female and not the male (P.Z.S. 1889, 
p. 164). The male has the whole body, both above and below, 
of an iridescent greeu-black. 


17. ERYTHRURA CYANEIFRONS, Layard, apie 1878, = 260. 

The type specimens there deseribed. The species is very 
like Æ. trichroa, Kittl. Mém. Ac. Pétersb.. 1835, t. 10 (=mo- 
desta, Wall.), in measurements and coloration; but the bill is 
barely half the size of the Batchian bird. 


18. Pritopus creyl, G. R. Gr. 
The specimens from Lifu seem rather larger than those 
from the New Hebrides, but in no way separable. 


From the New Hebrides the collection contains :— 


1. TRICHOGLOSSUS MASSENA, Bp. 
Vaté Island. 


2. Haucyon suu, Reich. 

Vaté Island. 

3. Haucyon sancra, Vig. & liorsf. 

Vaté Island. 

4, GLYCYPHILA FLAVOTINCTA, G. R. Gr. 

Very closc to G. caledonica. Often barely separable, but 
always a little larger. 


5. MYZOMELA SPLENDIDA, Sp. Nov. 


M. corpore, alis et caudå nigris, capite, cervice, tergo, et uro- 
pygio, thorace et peetore summo coccincis, line’ oeulari 
nigra. 2 fusca, fronte et gulé rubescentibus. Long. 
tota 5'6 ad 6, ale ‘3, caude 2:2, rostri a rictu ‘85. 


Hab. Tanna. 

I deseribe this bird at Mr. Layard’s request, though with 
some hesitation. I have long possessed several specimens iden- 
tical with it from Aneiteum, and have assigned them to M. car- 
dinalis (Lath.). Latham’s description will answer very well, 
and his type came from Tanna; but his measurements arc 
incorrect, as he gives the length 4 inches, instead of 5} to 6. 
Is it possible he had come upon a Loyalty-Island specimen, 
which had a wrong locality assigned to it ? 

pa 
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Mr. Layard, in a letter, states his son shot one Turdus 
pritzbueri in the New Hebrides ; but he has not forwarded the 
specimen. 


6. Petraca similis, G. R. Gr. 
Tanna. 


7. Hirunpo tanitica, Gm. 
Vaté Island. 


8. MYIAGRA MELANURA, G. R. Gr. 

Vaté Island. 

This is the local race, representing M. viridinitens and M. 
luguieri of the neighbouring groups ; but as they seem always 
distinguishable, they may claim specific recognition. 


9. My1aGRA TANNAENSIS, Sp. NOV. 

8g corpore supra schistaceo, pileo nigrescente, thorace et 
pectore lætè castaneis, abdomine dilutiore, rectricibus 
fuscis, pogoniis internis pallido albo limbatis. 9 mari 
similis, coloribus subtùs dilutioribus. Long. tota 5°25, 
alee 2°75, caudæ 2°6, rostri a rictu ‘65, tarsi '65. 

Hab. Tanna. 

This species bears exactly the same relation to its repre- 
sentative chestnut-breasted Flycatcher in Lifu and New Cale- 
donia that M. melanura does to the other green-black species. 
In both New-Hebridean species the tail-feathers are without 
the white which occupies one third of the length of the outer 
rectrix in the New-Caledonian, and tips and fringes the Lifu 
species. The other differences are in all respects analogous 
in the two sets of species; but the key of the classification, 
as shown at a glance, is in the tail-feathers. I have long 
possessed specimens from Anciteum; but I had, without ex- 
amination, united them with M. caledonica. 

10. ARTAMUS MELALEUCUS (Forst.). 

Vaté Island. 

In all respects identical with the bird of New Caledonia. 

11. Gravcatus CINEREUS (Forst.). 

St. Bartholomew’s Island. 

Identical with the New-Caledonian bird. There is one 
specimen, obtained by Mr. Layard, Jun., on Mallicolo Island, 
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which has quite a different hue from G. cinereus, being of a 
decidedly greenish tint; but as the specimen is a poor one, 
and unique, I do not venture, in my present state of ignorance, 
to distinguish it specifically. Further research may show that 
it is a local race. 


12. PacnycEPHALA cHLoRURA, G. R. Gr. 
Vaté Island. j 


13. Prızorus crey, G. R. Gr. 

Vaté Island. 

The specimens from the New Hebrides scem to run rather 
smaller than those from the Loyalties. 


l4. PrrLorus corRIEL E. P. Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. 
New S. Wales, vol. i. p. 133. 

Ambrym Island, and also Erromanga. It seems to be 
generally distributed through the group. Mr. Layard (Ibis, 
1878, p. 275) suggests that this Dove is probably a Chrysæna. 
It appears to me to be a true Péilopus, though perhaps slightly 
aberrant, more typical certainly than P. holosericeus. 


15. IANrTHENAS LEOPOLDI, Sp. NOV. 

I. capite et corpore supra fuscis tantisper metallicis ; alis cau- 
dâque pænè nigris ; pectore fusco, metallice resplendente, 
pectore imo et abdomine castaneis, fusco interruptis; sub- 
alaribus fuscis; rostro ad basin rubro, ad apicem corneo, 
pedibus carneis. Long. tota 16, ale 8°65, caudæ 9'2, 
rostri a rictu 1'15, tarsi 1. 

Hab. Vaté Island, New Hebrides. 

I have named this in compliment to Mr. Layard, Jun., its 
discoverer. : 

This species is just midway between Z. hypenochroa, Gould, 
of New Caledonia, and Z. castaneiceps, Peale, of Samoa. 
Like the rest of the group, it has a white throat, but differs 
from the New-Caledonian bird in having the head of the same 
fuscous colour, with metallic resplendency, as the rest of the 
back, while the head of the other is of a lustrous vinous purple. 
In our new species the neck and breast are coloured like the 
back, while the lower breast and abdomen are vinous purple, 
interrupted here and there with dark brown. In J. hypeno- 
chroa, on the contrary, the whole of the lower body is of a 
rich vinous chestnut. 


194 On Birds from New Caledonia, Lifu, &c. 


It differs from T. castaneiceps in that it wants the chestnut 
head, but has the vinous purple abdomen, which in the Samoan 
bird is dark slate-colour. I have had for some years a speci- 
men from Erromanga identical in all respects with Mr. 
Layard’s from Vaté. 


15. GLOBICERA pacirica (Gm.). 

From Ambrym Island. 

I cannot detect any differences between the single specimen 
sent home and the descriptions of this somewhat widely spread 
species from other islands. 


16. Macropyeta Rura, E. P. Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. 
New S. Wales, vol. ii. p. 287. 

Obtained by Mr. Layard both on Tanna and Vaté Islands. 
Mr. Mackinlay (from whose specimens it was described by 
Mr. Ramsay) procured it on Sandwich Island (Vaté). On 
Tanna he found another very distinct species, M. mackinlayi, 
Ramsay, which did not come under Mr. Layard’s observation. 
I had several years ago received from Rev. J. Inglis a skin 
of a Macropygia from Aneiteum, too imperfect for descrip- 
tion; but it proves to be Macropygia rufa, which has, it is 
evident, an extensive range throughout the group. 


17. CHALCOPHAPS CHRYSOCHLORA, Gould. 

Vaté Island. 

I observe that Mr. E. P. Ramsay proposes to distinguish the 
New-Hebrides bird under the title of var. sandwichiensis, on 
the ground of the absence of white on the shoulder; but in 
Mr. Layard’s collection there are some from Vaté with, and 
others without the white bar on the shoulders. This dis- 
tinction can hardly hold, even for a variety. 


18. MEGAPODIUS LAYARDI, Sp. nov. 


M. supra et infra fuliginoso-niger, tergo imo et supracau- 
dalibus brunneo tinctis, secundariis extremis brunneo vix 
lavatis ; remigibus ct rectricibus atrofuscis ; facie, sinci- 
pite et cervice nudis, plumulis angustis ubique sparsis, 
occipite cum pileo nigro, tarsis et pedibus lætè flavis, 
rostro flavo, unguibus corneis, iride brunucà. 9 mari 
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similis. long. tota 17, ale 9.5, caude 4, tarsi 2°7, 
dig. med. 1°85, unguis ‘l, rostri a rictu 1:12. 9? long. 
tota 15°25, alee 9, caudæ 4°75, tarsi 2°5, dig. med. 1°6, 
unguis °92, rostri a rict. l'1. 

Hab. Vaté Island, New Hebrides. 

I have, of course, nothing to add to Mr. Layard’s spirited 
account of his first day’s “ Malou”-shooting in Vaté (Ibis, 
1878, p. 276); but I am sure the Editors will forgive my 
ignoring Mr. Sclater’s name brazieri, and describing the 
species under the well-earned appellation of ‘‘ layardi,” since 
there is no proof whatever that this is the bird of Banks’s 
Island, whence the eggs of the supposed “brazieri”? came. 
Tn fact, the probabilities are the other way ; for I have eggs 
from Banks’s Island which are very much smaller than those 
now received from Vaté, and which certainly look as though 
they belonged to another species. I have now eggs from five 
islands; and, to judge from them alone, there would appear 
to be two more species yet to be ascertained. 

The collection on which I have reported, though not Mr, 
Layard’s first from New Caledonia, is his first from the Loyalty 
Islands and New Hebrides; and the list of novelties already 
described shows how much there must yet remain to reward 
the energetic and enthusiastic labours of himself and his son. 


XVI.—Note on the Name of the Purple Waterhen of South- 
western Europe. By P. L. SCLATER., 


Born Mr. Dresser in his ‘ Birds of Europe,’ and Mr. Elliot 
in his recent synopsis of the genus Porphyrio (‘Stray Fea- 
thers,’ vol. vii. p. 14), follow Gray’s ‘Genera of Birds’ in 
employing “ veterum” as the specific name of the Purple 
Waterhen of South-western Europe—Porphyrio hyacinthinus 
of Temminck. ‘This, however, as will often be found to be 
the case when these strivings after an obscure priority are 
put to the test of a critical examination, is an error. 

In the first place, as Prof. Newton has pointed out to 
me, S. G. Gmelin, to whom this specific name is credited, 
never intended the term “ veterum” to be used as a specific 


